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Attention Teacher: These Graphic Organizers were taken from Prestwick House’s 8t and 10t grade Acing the State Writing
Assessment books. We believe that the Organizers will provide your students with visual aids that will help improve the way they
write. Because students all learn differently, many need to actually see what is involved in preparing to write a paragraph, essay, or
story, and our Graphic Organizers fill this need. Our Acing the State Writing Assessment books use rubrics that cover the six essen-
tial writing traits. Students will learn to evaluate and distinguish both strong and weak writing. For more information on these
popular writing books, call 1.800.932.4593 or visit www.prestwickhouse.com.



DESCRIPTIVE WRITING

Descriptive writing is the creation of an image — how something looks, feels, tastes, sounds, smells, or some com-
bination of the senses.

How to Describe

Start by identifying the primary sense or senses the object you are describing appeals to

Your central idea should convey an attitude or impression of what you are describing and its impact

on your senses.

As you present the details of what you are describing, how will you determine the order for presenting them?
As you describe, make sure that all the details that you give develop your intended impression or

attitude. All details should be related to the central idea.

Make sure your details are exact, concrete, and vivid (size, shape, color, etc.).

Include figurative language (describing unfamiliar in terms of the familiar). Ask: What is the object

like that is familiar to the reader?

Descriptive Writing Topics

Describe:
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Trees during any season of the year

Weather conditions (rain, snowstorm, etc.)

A safe place

A favorite place to visit

A city street

A peaceful town

Any interesting animals

Shopping at any specific time (Christmas, back-to-school, etc.)
Your room, your house, etc.



Graphic Organizer For Descriptive Writing

Item Being Decribed

Visual Auditory Tactile Olfactory Gustatory
(sight) (sound) (touch) (smell) (taste)
Details Details Details Details Details

General Impression:

Attitude:

Controlling Idea:
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